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It is said that abortions may occur from other causes. This may be true. An animal may slip on the doorstep and abort from the resulting injury, but this should not be grounds for alarm, because it does not happen often enough. Deficient mineral supply has been blamed for some abortions. This is doubtful. An accidental abortion now and then should not bother any stockman. While it is true that some abortions may occur as a result of infection with other germs, infectious abortion, caused by Bacillus abortus, is the real problem.
Man is sometimes infected with the germ of abortion disease. It causes a fever often referred to as undulant fever. Infection may take place from the consumption of milk containing the germs or from the handling of animals affected with abortion disease.
Cause
Contagious or infectious abortion is a disease caused by a specific germ. This germ was discovered by Bang, a Danish scientist, and is called Bacillus abortus. His work has been verified many times by reliable investigators in this and other countries. There is no reason for doubt. The discovery of the cause of any disease is always an important step toward its ultimate control. Until this time almost anything imaginable was thought to be the cause. Certain investigations have been tried to prove that feeds may have a bearing on the disease. These were especially directed against breeding difficulties. The abortion germ is generally believed to enter the animal through the mouth. This comes through eating food or drinking water soiled with the discharges from aborting animals. After the germ gains entrance to the body, it seeks out the pregnant uterus or womb and multiplies there. Its growth eventually brings about a diseased condition of the membrane surrounding the growing fetus. If the infection is severe, an abortion may follow. After an abortion takes place, the live germs are likely to be present in the discharges from the affected